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CLAIMS 

I claim: 

1 . A device for us^in oonriection with a fabric in a former or a press 
section of a paper machine combrfsing/subassemblies which accompUsh at least two 
5 of the following functions: guidifigf^reading and/or cleaning of the fabric and 
wherein the subassembly accon»lteWijg the cleaning function of the fabric is 
sucking and that the subassemblies form a single device. 

-^j^L^L— \ ^ device for use in comiection with a fabric in a former or a press 

section of^ p^peflwachine, the device comprising a subassembly accomplishing a 
^!;{ 10 guiding fiinddon of the fabnc^andjjie device further comprising at least one 


iy subassembly which performs a spreadingTtmGtion and/or a cleamng function of the 

fU \ ^ 

fil fabric and wherem the subassemblies form a single device. 


3. The device of claim 2 wherein the device subassemblies comprise: 
an automatic guiSb and a guide roll for guiding the fabric; 
15 a curved spreader rcJl for spreading the fabric, and 

O a suction unit for cleafeung the fabric. 


4. The device of clairfw2 wherein the^leaning function is performed by a 
subassembly including a suction unitHmving a suction slot which can be adjusted and 
wherein the suction slot is formed betwem two suction ribs. 

20 5. The device of claim 4 wherein the suction ribs are plastic ribs. 

6. The device of claim 4 wherein the suction ribs can be adjusted in 
position and bent. 
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^ 7,^^ The device of claim 2 further comprising an automatic guide having 



linear guides, a worm gear, a trapezoid-thread screw, and a mov< 


8, 


The device of claim 2 wherein the at least one subassembly performing a 


spreading function comprises a spreader roll formed of rollers having adjustable bearing 
housings placed in spaces therebetween in order to adjust the curvature of the spreader 
roll. 


device is regulated by adjusting the height position of the bearing housings. 

1 0. The deyice of claim 2 wherein the subassembly accomplishing the 
guiding function of the fabric comprises a guide roll formed of rollers having bearings 
placed therebetween. 

1 1 . The device of claim 2 wherein suction pipes are arranged in connection 
with a suction chamber of a suction unit of the device, one of said tubes extending to a 
tending side and the other to a driving side. 



12,.^ The device of claim 2 wherein the cleaning function is performed by a 


subassembly includingTsuctlDH-ui^it^ a suction slot, and wherein end seals of the 
suction slot are based on an adjustable ovm^jpiogjoint. 


9. 


The device of claim 8 wherein the curvature of the spreader roll of the 
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^^l^J^^l A device for use in connection with a fabric in a former or a press section 
of a paper inachine, the device comprising: 

a suction unit part having portions defining a suction chamber, 
at leafet one suction pipe extending fi-om the suction chamber; 
a first Vendable rib and a second bendable rib connected to the suction unit part 
Ito define a slot therebetween in commtmication with the suction 
lamber; 

a spread^ roll mounted to the suction unit part upstream of the slot, the spreader 
roH having a plurality of rollers adjustable to be curved; and 
10 a guide rouVnounted to the suction unit part downstream of the slot, wherein the 

devide is positioned such that the fabric passes over tlie spreader roll, 
acros^he first rib, the slot, and the second rib, and across the guide roll. 

14. The device of claim 13 wherein the first bendable rib and the second 


^ '-^ bendable rib are formed of plastic. 


1 5. The device of claim 1 3 wherein the spreader roll rollers are mounted on 
tj adjustable bearing housings, for relative displacement of the spreader rollers. 


SI 

bendable rib are curved with respect to the fabric, such that the fabric as it passes over 


16. The device of claim 13 wherein the first bendable rib and the second 
le rib are curved with respect to the fabric, such 
the ribs does not run straight, but is drawn into a curve. 


17. The device of claim 1 3 wherein the guide roll is comprised of a plurality 
of rollers, adjustable to be curved. 
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18. A device for use in connection with a fabric in a former or a press 
section of a paper machine, the device comprising: 

a means for guiding the fabric; 

a means for spreading the fabric; and 

a means for cleaning the fabric, wherein the means for guiding, the means for 
spreading, and the means for cleaning are connected to one another, 

19. The device of claim 18 wherein the means for cleaning comprises: 
portions defining a suction chamber; and 

a first rib and a second rib spaced from one another in a machine direction to 
define a suction slot over wliich tlie fabric travels. 

20. The device of claim 19 wherein the ribs are plastic. 

21 . The device of claim 19 wherein the suction ribs are bendable and can be 
adjusted in position. 
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